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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

A system for presenting a visual status indicator of system user status, within an 
electrbi^ic document, for one or more system users, the system comprising: 

user indicator presentation means for presenting one or more user indicators within an 
electronic document, each user indicator being associated with at least one system user; 

status determining means for determining a system user's status for system users 
associated with the oneW more user indicators; and 

status indicator presenting means for presenting a status indicator with the user 
indicators to show that system user's status. 

2. The system <^f claim 1, wherein the status indicator comprises at least one symbol. 

3. The system ol claim 1, wherein the status presenting means presents the status 
indicator through uae of at least one menu. 

4. The system of cla|m 1, wherein the status indicator comprises color coding. 
The system of claim 1, wherein the status presenting means indicates a system user's 

statuS^by altering representations of the status indicator for that user. 

6. A mbtfiod for presenting a visual status indicator of system user status within an 
electronic document, for one or more system users, the method comprising the steps of: 

presenting ohe or more user indicators within an electronic document, 
determining a system user's status for system users associated with the one or more 
user indicators; and 

presenting a visual status indicator with the one or more of the user indicators, 
wherein the visual status indicator indicates the system user's status for the one or more 
system users associated with that user indicator. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein fl^e step of presenting comprises presenting at least 
one symbol with the status indicator. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the step ^presenting comprises presenting at least 
one menu with the status indicator. 
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9. Tt^e method of claim 6, wherein the step of presenting a visual status indicator 
comprisesxolor coding. 

10. The metnbd of claim 6, further comprising the step of presenting one or more 
communication presences for the one or more system users. 

11. The method of\claim 10, further comprising the step of establishing one or more 
communications witty the one or more system users. 

lzNThe method of claim 6, further comprising the step of sharing at least one application 
with tffie one or more system users. 

13. A sysrsqn for presenting a visual status indicator of system user status within an 
electronic dochtnent, for one or more system user indicators, the system comprising: 

a user indicatoi\presentation module that presents one or more user indicators within 
an electronic document^ each user indicator being associated with at least one system 
user; 

a status determining modulev^hat determines the system user's status for system users 
associated with the one or more useNndicators; and 

a status indicator presenting moduie that presents a status indicator with the user 
indicators to show that system user's status 

14. The system of^plaim 13, wherein the status indicator comprises at least one symbol. 
T5s^he system of claim 13, wherein the status presenting module presents the status 
indicatoiN^sing at least one menu. 

16. The systenvof claim 13, wherein the status indicator comprises color coding. 
l/\The system of clkiqi 13, wherein the status presenting means indicates a system user's 
status b^ltering representations of the status indicator for that user. 
18. A processcJNteadable medium having processor readable code embodied therein for 
presenting a visual sfetits indicator of system user status within an electronic document, 
for one or more system userihdi^ators, the medium comprising: 
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user indicator presenting processor readable code that causes a processor to present 
one or mote user indicators within an electronic document, each user indicator being 
associated witn^aUeast one system user; 

status determining^pracessor readable code that causes a processor to determine a 
system user's status for systenHi^ers associated with the one or more user indicators; and 

status indicator presenting processor readable code that presents a status indicator 
with the user indicators to show that systeh^ user's status. 



19. The medium of claim 18, wherein the status indicator comprises at least one symbol. 



2^. The medium of claim 18, wherein the status presenting processor readable code 
caustes a processor to present the status indicator using at least one menu. 

21. The, medium of claim 18, wherein the status presenting processor readable code 
causes a processor to present the status indicator using color coding. 

22. The medmm of claim 21, further comprising communication establishing processor 
readable code tha^causes a processor to establish at least one communication with one or 
more system users. \ 

23. The medium of clahn 22, further comprising communication preference processor 
readable code that causes a \rocessor to enable the one or more system users to identify a 
preference for receiving the at Wst one communication. 

24. The medium of claim 18, fura^er comprising conference communications processor 
readable code that causes a processor^ enable the one or more system users to establish 
conference communications. \ 

25. The medium of claim 24, wherein the cohference communications processor readable 
code causes a processor to enable the one or\iore system users to share at least one 
application. \ 



